




Dear Fellow Sponsors,  								     August, 2025

         On Friday, October 20th, 1797, the USS  Constitution was the first ship to be christened by a sponsor, a male officer. Records of the early years of sponsorship are incomplete due to destruction of records over the years and when women began sponsoring Navy ships,  it was not the polite fashion of the era for a woman’s name to be printed in the newspapers. It wasn’t until 1828 that the first female  sponsorship was recorded in print,  but  she was never identified by name.  
           Because of the wisdom, foresight, and deep appreciation for our country and Navy by our Society’s founders, The Society of Sponsors (SOS) has reached its 117th year! What an honor for me to serve as president of this historic and vibrant Society of Sponsors of United States Navy Ships. 
           The SOS is profoundly  appreciative  of Allison Stiller, the proud Sponsor of the USS Mississippi (SSN-782), and who, as the Society’s 38th president, has led the Society for the last four years. As I share a bit of her background, it will become clear that we have been so fortunate to have had her capable leadership these past four years. Over more than 25 years in the Pentagon, where she served as Principal Civilian Deputy, and Assistant Secretary of the Navy, her responsibilities included oversight and policy for Navy and Marine Corps research, development, and acquisition programs for shipbuilding, aviation, space, weapon systems, and communication systems.   This included oversight of more than 100,000 people and an annual budget in excess of $50 billion.  Fresh out of the Pentagon, Allison was elected to be The Society of Sponsors President in 2021and again in 2023 and proceeded with the Board to fine tune this organization with a myriad of very wise and thorough initiatives. 
         More important than the above, are the many stories about Allison the person. Let me share two. For the past seven years, I have served as Luncheon Chair for the Society’s annual meeting each May.  Our invitations offer tables of eight. With the exception of the head table, the luncheon committee strives to honor attendees seating requests. This can be quite challenging. For the first three years, over fifty percent of the requests were to sit with Allison Stiller.  I didn’t know Allison.   I admit I was curious about the identity of the woman who attracted such admiration. I never seemed to have the pause to Google the answer. The seating requests became a Rubik’s Cube challenge except the cube has six sides and six colors and The Society has only one Allison Stiller and has ten to twelve tables of eight! I was ecstatic upon Allison’s ascendence to SOS president!  The Society of Sponsors Rubik’s Cube seating challenge was solved! The president of SOS sits at the head table along with the honored guest speaker.  
      Over these four years, board members have volunteered to attend the few Christenings and Commissionings  when Allison had a scheduling conflict.  Each of these events had been notified that Allison Stiller is sending a Sponsor (who was named) on her behalf. At each and every event, that I attended, the incessant inquiry was, “Where is  Ms. Stiller,” “How is Ms. Stiller?”  …….. I confess to accessing a bubble-like shape that contains what I perceived was the person’s inner thought………“Why are you here?”  …….
No matter the forum, I have been struck by the number of uniformed and civilian Navy people, industry executives and many, many  others who have approached me to inquire about Allsion. All of these individuals have expressed profound gratitude to “Ms. Stiller”
sharing how her coaching, patient mentoring, and guidance broadened their perspectives
and opened opportunities that they might not have explored if it wasn’t for her. I have heard “Allison (or Ms. Stiller) helped me to get where I am today”. In the months leading up to my Presidency and afterward, she has been a true mentor and freely shares her experience and wisdom with me. I am truly grateful for her continued support and because of that I think that the members can be assured that we will continue on the track she set during her four years.
[Z-gram #1: Please note that this letter is longer than customary. I could not do justice to Allison’s four-year Presidency in one or two paragraphs.]

In my two-year term the following will be my primary initiatives: 
1. Expanding membership is critical to the success and viability of the Society; increase the percentage of new sponsors who choose membership; increase mentorship of newly named sponsors to engage them early in their journey as ship’s sponsors; reach out to sponsors who have never joined.
2. Deepen the relationship between the ship’s sponsor and the officers and crews of her ship. Successful sponsor/ship connection requires bidirectional effort. I will engage with the Pentagon as well as our most successful members to address this issue so that every sponsor becomes a valuable component of the Ship’s inventory. 
3. Of course, there are a number of projects which the society has undertaken under Allison’s leadership that will continue to be a focus.
I want to thank the  Honorable Donald Winter and Linda Winter (San Diego LPD -22) for introducing me to George Leone,  the CEO of Homecoming 250 Navy-Marine Corps  in Philadelphia. The dates are  from October 9-16th for the Navy festivities and the Marine Corps from November 7-11, 2025. The highlights of the Navy events will be  a gala banquet on October 11 and a Navy 250th Commemoration at Independence Hall on October 13th. Information on the events, housing and ticketing  is posted on the website: https://homecoming250.org. 
Two other dates for your calendar:
Sunday, October,  2025 -Annual fall Chapel Service and Brunch at Buchanan House.
                                                    Date has not been set pending  confirmation of the new USNA 
                                                     Superintendent. Will notify membership.
Thursday, May 7, 2026 -The SOS Annual Luncheon Meeting.  Please join us for a wonderful
 and fun gathering!!

I look forward to serving as your president.  Please email me if any questions arise at: zumwaltann@gmail.com.

Cheers,


Ann Zumwalt 
President

